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By this eulogy I have served him,
seeking absolution
For the sins of a life spent in poetry

and patronage.

For these two have yoked me, with
consequences I fear;
as if I were, on their account, a ritual

lamb for slaughter.

In both I obeyed the reckless folly of
youth,
And gained nothing except sins and

regrets.

Alas, what abject loss for a soul in its
transaction!
It did not buy the Next World at the

price of this — or even try to!

Anyone who sells the Hereafter for
the ephemeral
Will be cheated in their present and

future transactions.

I have sinned, yet my pledge to the
Prophet is unbroken;
Nor has the rope binding me to him

been severed.
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Khadamtuhu bi madihin astaqilu
bihi
Dhuntba ‘umrin mada fish shiri

wal khidami

Idh qalladaniya ma tukhsha
‘awaqibuhu

Ka annani bihima hadyun minan
na‘ami

Ata‘tu ghayyas siba fil halatayni wa
ma
Hasaltu illa ‘alal athami wan

nadami

Fayad khasarata nafsin fi tijaratiha
Lam tashtarid dina bid dunya wal
lam tasumi

Wa man yabi‘ ajilan minhu bi 3jilihi
Yabin lahul ghabnu fi bay‘in wa fi

salami

In ati dhanban fama ‘ahdi
bimuntagqidin
Minan nabiyyi wa la habl

bimunsarimi
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For I have a protective covenant with
him owing to my name—
Muhammad—and he is the most loy-

al of mankind to covenants.

If in the Hereafter, he does not take
me by the hand

From pure grace, what a terrible slip
of the foot!

Far be it for him to deprive one hope-
ful of his generous gifts,
Or for a neighbour to turn back with-

out being honoured by him!

Ever since I have focused my
thoughts on his praises,
I have found him the one most com-

mitted to my salvation.

His wealth will not overlook a dusty,
needy hand;
For showers cause flowers to bloom

on hill-tops.

I sought not the flowers of this world
Which Zuhayr picked for his praise of

Harim.

Fa inna li dhimmatan minhu bi
tasmiyati
awfal

Muhammadan wa huwa

khalqi bidh dhimami

In lam yakun fi ma%di akhidhan bi
yadi

Fadlan wa illa faqul ya zallatal
qadami

Hashahu an yahrimar raji makari-
mahu
Aw yarjial jaru minhu ghayra

muhtarami

Wa mundhu alzamtu  afkari
mada‘ihahu

Wajadtuhu likhalasi khayra multazi-
mi

Wa lan yafatal ghina minhu yadan
taribat

Innal haya yunbitul azhara fil akami

Wa lam urid zahratad dunyal la-
tigtatafat
Yada zuhayrin bima athna <la

harimi
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