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Qasida al-Burdah — Chapter 7
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O best of those to whose courtyard
seekers turn to
Hastening on foot or the backs of

strong camels!

O Greatest Sign for those who con-
template!
O Supreme Grace for those who seek

to gain!

You journeyed by night, from Sanctu-
ary to Sanctuary

as the full moon travels through the
pitch black sky.

That night you ascended till you
reached a station
Of Two Bows’ Length—one never

attained or hoped for!

There all the Prophets and Emissar-
ies gave you precedence,
As a master is given precedence by

those who serve him.

You traversed the seven heavens with
them [behind you]
In a procession wherein you were the

standard-bearer:

Until your proximity left no space for
the avid seeker,
Nor any higher summit for one seek-

ing elevation

Ya khayra man yammamal ‘afana
sahatahu
Sa‘yan wa fawqa mutinil aynuqir

rusumi

'Wa man huwal ayatul kubra limu‘ta-
birin
‘Wa man huwan ni‘matul ‘uzma
limughtanimi

Sarayta min haramin laylan ila har-
amin
Kama saral badru fi dajin minaz

zulami

Wa bitta tarqa ila an nilta manzila-
tan
Min qabi qawsayni lam tudrak wa
lam turami

Wa qaddamatka jami‘ul anbiya’i
biha
War rusli taqdima makhdamin “ala

khadami

Wa anta takhtariqus sabat tibaqa
bihi
Fi mawkibin kunta fihi sahibal
‘alami

Hatta idha lam tada‘ sha’'wan li-
mustabiqin

Minad dunuwwi wa la marqan li

mustanimi
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You surpassed all other stations in
comparison

When acclaimed on high as ‘The
Matchless and Eminent’—

So that you might triumph through a
tryst hidden
From sight. How hidden a secret that

was/!

So you received every glory without
rival
And gained every station alone, unbe-

set.

How glorious is the worth of the
ranks you were given
How difficult it is to grasp the graces

conferred!

Glad tidings for us, O people of Islam,

For we have an indestructible pillar of

divine care.

When Allah named the one who
called us to obey Him
The Noblest of Emissaries, we be-

came the noblest of nations/!

Khafadta kulla maqamin bil
idafati idh
Nudita bir rafi mithlal mufradil
alami

Kayma tafaza biwaslin ayyi mus-
tatirin
‘Anil ‘uytini wa sirrin ayyi muktata-

mi

Fa huzta kulla fakharin ghayra
mushtarakin
Wa juzta kulla maqamin ghayra
muzdahami

Wa jalla miqdaru wa wullita min
rutabin

Wa ‘azza idraku ma alita min ni‘ami

Bushra lana ma‘sharal islami inna
lana
Minal ‘indyati ruknan ghayra
munhadimi

Lamma da‘aLlahu da‘ina lita‘atihi
Bi akramir rusli kunna akramal

umami

el Bedis
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